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TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT. 


J.  H.  Root,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Town  of  Montague. 


Dr. 

Cash  on  hand,  February  18,  1869,         $ 

231  00 

Cash  received  for  rent  of  Lecture  room, 

30  00 

"         "                 "           Milliner  shop. 

50  00 

Town  Hall, 

64  50 

«         for  tolls  at  Falls  Ferry, 

20  00 

"         "         balance  due  liquor  agency, 

12  22 

"         "         from  state  for  state  aid, 

790  00 

"         "         from  state  school  fund. 

152  94 

"         "         from  state  corporation  tax, 

112  43 

"         "         from  county  treasurer  dog 

licenses. 

141  54 

R.  N.  Oakman,  amount  of  Tax  bill. 

8,377  11 

Cash  borrowed  of  J.  H.  Root, 

100  00 

"           "         of  Franklin  Savings  In- 

stitution, 

5,000  00 

Cash  borrowed  of  A.  Adams, 

2,500  00 

Cash  borrowed  of  S.  S.   Holton,  Treas- 

urer, 

124  70 

117,706  44 

Cr. 

By  paying  state  tax,                                  $1,750  00 

By  paying  county  tax. 

930  00 

By  paying  state  aid  from  March  1, 1869, 

to  March  1,  1870, 

700  00 

By  paying  selectmen's  orders,                  13,827  55 

Cash  on  hand,  February  19,  1870, 

490  89 

S17  706  44 

J.  H.  Root,  Treasurer. 


SELECTMEN'S  ACCOUNT. 


illliTTt  ■     ^      II   (fl  !■■ 


We  have  given  orders  on  the  treasury  for  the  following  ex- 
penses : 


1st. 

Schooling, 

$2,267  53 

2d. 

Extra  highway  work, 

1,522  26 

3d. 

Services  of  town  officers. 

568  00 

4th. 

Interest  on  town  debts, 

657  81 

5th. 

Miscellaneous  expenses, 

638  95 

6th. 

Support  of  poor, 

500  00 

7th. 

Miller's  Falls  road  and  bridge. 

5,518  00 

8th. 

Turner's  Falls  school  house, 

2,155  00 

113,827  55 

§CIIOOE.ING. 


Paid  balance  due  for  schooling,  for  1868,  $  119  50 
Faid   for   fuel,    board     and    wages     of 

teachers,  2,061  08 

Paid  for  repairing  school  houses,  86  95 


J,267  53 


EXTKA  HIGHWAY   IVORK. 

A.  H.  Sawln,  I  14  76 

Edwin  Stevens,  308  00 

David  Ware,  5  00 

Alanson  Porter,  73  55 


L,  C.  Dresser, 

275  53 

S.  S.  Sinclar, 

8  00 

George  Goddard, 

26  12 

David  Perry, 

122  40 

W.  B.  Abbot, 

10  00 

E.  E.  Scott, 

11  00 

James  Halpin, 

13  40 

David  Pratt, 

4  00 

A.  Drury, 

2  00 

Abel  Benjamin, 

18  28 

H.  J.  Day, 

19  84 

Ira  Allen, 

6  17 

Peter  Spaulding, 

39  50 

Henry  Hudson, 

•           3  00 

Jonathan  Ross, 

2  00 

Zenos  Clapp, 

S  60 

H.  W.  Eowe, 

82  23 

E.  J.  Rowe, 

56  68 

J.  H.  Saxton, 

105  83 

Charles  Lawrence, 

111  05 

Ira  Allen,  in  west  district, 

46  00 

P.  B.  Savage,  in  west  district. 

39  25 

J.  M.  Atkins, 

23  45 

S.  Rockwell, 

19  80 

H.  H.  Shepard, 

13  35 

H.  J.  Day,  in  west  district, 

13  40 

George  Gilbert, 

14  20 

Orange  Potter, 

S  50 

P.  M.  Ball, 

2  88 

C.  Cronen, 

1  58 

E.  H.  Nims, 

8  00 

Holmes  &  Wood, 

5  91 

John  Saxton, 

4  00 

Isaac  Chenery,  in  west  district. 

5  00 

L,522  26 


At  the  last  meeting  the  town  voted  11000  to  pay  town 
debts.  We  have  diverted  this  appropriation  to  the  repairs  of 
roads  and  bridges,  made  necessary  by  the  October  floods. 
With  this  $1000,  together  with  the  $200  appropriated  for 
extra  highway  work,  we  have  been  able  to  make  our  repairs 
without  making  any  debt.  That  is,  we  have  paid  no  old 
debts,  and  made  no  new  ones  on  account  of  the  repairs  of  the 
roads  and  bridges.  The  balance  of  the  cost  of  the  repairs 
being  paid  out  of  other  income  of  the  town.  There  remains 
to  be  I'ebuilt  the  Boutwell  and  the  Jew  brido^es.  At  the 
latter  place  a  temporary  bridge  has  been  put  over  the  river  by 
volunteer  labor,  and  without  charge  to  the  town.  For  the 
rebuilding  of  this  bridge  we  have  the  material  on  the  ground, 
and  the  cost  will  not  be  large.  The  Boutwell  bridg-e  is  over 
a  deep  chasm,  and  will  be  more  expensive.  We  congratulate 
our  citizens  on  having-  come  out  of  the  great  flood  with  so 
little  damage,  to  either  public  or  private  property,  as  com- 
pared with  many  of  our  neighboring  towns. 

SEKVICES  OF  TO^VN  OFFICERS. 

J.  H.  Root,  clerk  and  treasurer,  $  80  00 

R.  N.  Oakman,  selectman  and  overseer  of 

poor,  60  00 

E.  N.  Oakman,  assessor,  40  00 

E.  N.  Oakman^  constable  and  collector,  109  00 

J.  H.  Root,  selectman  and  overseer  of  poor,      60  00 
J.  H.  Root,  assessor,  40  00 

Amos  Adams,  selectman  and  overseer  of  poor,  60  00 
Amos  Adams,  assessor,  40  00 

Edward  Norton,  school  committee,  20  00 

E.  A.  Deane,  school  committee,  20  00 

David  Cronyn,     "  "  20  00 

H.  W.  Rowe,  committee,  13  00 

N.  E.  Babbitt,  committee,  6  00 

—  -f568  00 


INTEREST  OI¥  TOWi\    DEBTS. 


E.  N.  Oakman, 

36,50 

A.  Burnham, 

f  14  60 

J.'H.  Koot, 

29  20 

H.  B.  Gunn, 

10  00 

Peter  Spaulding, 

12  00 

Thaxter  Shaw, 

73  00 

Franklin  Savings  Institution* 

132  46 

E.  L.  Delano, 

108  53 

Elijah  Bardwell, 

87  60 

Mrs.  E.  V.  Ward, 

96  82 

Mrs.  L.  G.  Bardwell, 

14  60 

Temporary  interest, 

42  50 

!IIISCEI.IiANEOUS  EXPENSES. 

John  P.  Mealy,  by  vote  of  town, 

S.  S.  Eastman  &  Co.,  printing, 

L.  Merriam,  blank  books  and  blanks, 

Wire  for  Falls  Ferry, 

G.  A.  Andrews,  repairs  oji  Town  Hall, 

J.  L.  Fairbanks,  blank  book, 

W.  A.  Bancroft,  release  of  school  room, 

R.  N.  Clapp,  stoves  for  Town  Hall, 

Repairing  hearse  and  hearse  house, 

J.  Clapp,  driviag  hearse  and  tolling  bell, 

R.  N.  Oakmaq,  abatement  of  taxes  for  1868 

and  1869, 
Repairing  Town  Hall, 
Freight  on  school  books. 
Express, 

Postage,  revenue  stamps,  tolls  and  expense. 
Advertising  and  recording  deed  of  Falls 

School  House,  3  00 


$125  00 

24  00 

12  38 

48  77 

3  00 

3  50 

100  00 

35  40 

3  75 

35  00 

76  06 

14  32 

4  00 

5  20 

16  57 

$657  81 


8 

Expense  of  finishing-  and  lurnishing  Library 

room,  129  00 

$638  9& 

• 

SUPPORT   OF  POOR. 

Paid  to  the  Town  Farm  by  vote  of  Town,  $500  00 

MIJLLER'S  FA1.I.S  ROAO  AN1>  BRI1>GE. 

Paid  W.  H.  Pearsons  for  masonery,        $2,175  05 
Paid  A.  H.  Wright,  for  bridge,  1,750  00 

Paid  David  Perry  for  road,  1,550  00 

Paid  Field  &  Arms  for  engineerino-,  42  95 

15,518  00 

TURNER'S  FALLS   SCHOOL  HOUSE. 
Paid  for  building  and  furniture,  $2,155  00 

LIABILITIES   OF   THE    T&'WN. 

Notes  to  Peter  Spaulding,  $200  00 

"  A.  Burnham,  200  00 

"  E.L.Delano,  '       '        1,575  00 

"  R.N.  Oakman,  500  00 

"  Elijah  Bardwell,  1,200  00 

"  J.  H.  Root,  500  00 

"  Thaxter  Shaw,  600  00 

"  H.  B.  Gunn,  100  00 

"  Franklin  Savings  Institution,  5,000  00 

"  Amos  Adams,  2,500  00 

^'  S.  S.  Holton,  treasurer,  124  70 

"  Mrs.  E.  V.  Ward,  1,325  00 

^'  Mrs.  L.  G.  BardwelL  200  00 

—$14,024  70 


indebtedness,  March  1st,  1869,  16^300  00 

Increase  of  town  debt  for  the  year. 
For  this  increase  we  have  paid  for  the 

Miller's  Falls  road  and  bridge, 
Turner's  Falls  school  house, 

Balance  of  money  borrowed. 

Amount  due  on  state  aid  account  less  than  last 

year,  82  00 


17,724  70 

85,518 
2,155 

00 

00 

$7,673  00 
51  70 

$131  70 
Balance  due  for  Falls  School  House  when  completed    100  00 

ASSETS. 

Due  from  the  state  for  state  aid, 

Due  from  the  Town  of  Gill  for  ferry, 

Cash  in  treasury, 

Town  Farm  property, 

Town  House, 

Hearse  and  hearse  house, 

Town  safe, 

School  houses, 


Present  town  debt, 

Excess  of  town  property  above  deb'ts, 


ESTSMATE®  MECESSARY  APPKOPRIATIOWS,  tSiO, 

Schooling,  12,200 

Turner's  Falls  road,  1,200 

Interest,  1,000 

Contingent,  600 

Support  of  poor,  600 
2 


822  00 

17  29 

490  89 

6,096  86 

5,000  00 

400  00 

100  Oo 

7,350  00 

B20,277 

^ 

04 

14,024 

70 

6,252 

34 

10 


Extra  highway  work, 

Building  and  repairing  school  houses, 


400 
1,500 


-$7,500 


T01¥IV    FAKHI. 

Cash  Account.  Dr. 

To  cash  on  hand,  February  18,  1869,  28  40 

To  cash  received  for  pork,  102  16 

veal  calves,  24  88 

cattle,  250  00 

butter  and  eggs,  46  73 

walnuts,  17  00 
beans  and  apples,  2  75 

pasturing,  29  31 

from  town  treasury,  500  00 


€r. 

By  paic 

Peter  Williams,  balance 

of 

salary, 

33  50 

for  groceries  and  provisions 

> 

98  07 

flour,  grain  and  meal, 

66  40 

(( 

tools, 

2  63 

a 

clothing, 

41  55 

ii 

lumber  and  repairs, 

35' 09 

ti- 

furniture. 

10  53 

»«- 

medicine  and  medical  attendance. 

68  55 

(( 

grass  and  garden  seeds. 

5  22 

ii 

meat,^ 

3^  97 

a 

labor  on  farm. 

110  20 

li 

blacksmith's  billsy 

27  48 

a 

funeral  expenses,. 

52  25 

ii 

plaster,, 

ti  50 

a 

hay, 

10  00 

a 

poor  out  of  Almshouse, 

388  39 

Cash  on  hand. 

9  50 

11,001  8g 


$1,001  8g 
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INVENTORY    OF    TOWN    FARM    PROPERTY, 

February  16,  l§yO. 

Real  estate,  14,200  00 


Live  stock,  1  horse, 
"         6  cows, 
"         2  two  years  olds, 
"          2  yearlings, 
"          7  swine, 
"       15  hens. 


Produce  and  prov 


75  00 

300  00 

60  00 

15  00 

75  00 
7  50 


vinegar. 


isions,  hay. 

$150  00 

"         straw. 

25 

00 

"         80  bushels  rye, 

100 

00 

"         40  bushels  corn, 

50 

00 

"         11  bushels  oats. 

8 

25 

"         75  bushels  potatoes,  37 

50 

"         500  lbs.  pork. 

75 

00 

"           75  lbs.  lard, 

15 

00 

"         2  barrels  cider  and 

15 

00 

House  furniture. 

Farming  tools, 

Due  from  state  for  support  of  state  paupers,  314  11 

Cash  on  hand,  February  16,  1870,  9  50 


Total  inventory, 

Debts  borrowed  in  1866,  200  00 

Debts  borrowed  in  1868,  100  00 

Due  Enos  Cooledge  to  March  1st,  1870,     150  00 

Net  Inventory, 


1532  50 


1475  75 
250  00 
315  00 


),096  86 


450  00 
),646  86 
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COST  OF  SUPPOKTING  POOK, 

Inventory  of  February,  1869, 
Inventory  of  February,  1870, 

Deficiency, 
Paid  from  town  treasury  for  support  of  poor. 
Paid  from  town  treasury,  interest  on  Farm  debt. 
Interest  on  $850  received  from  first  farm, 
Taxes  on  farm  property, 

Whole  cost  of  supporting  poor. 
Paid  for  poor  out  of  Almshouse, 

Cost  of  supporting  poor  at  Almshouse,  i669  75 

We  have  furnished  312  weeks  board,  which  will  make  the 
weekly  cost  pf  boarding,  clothing,  nursing,  doctoring  and 
burying  the  inmates  of  the  Almshouse,  two  dollars  and  twelvp 
cents. 

For  support  of  poor  out  of  Almshouse  we  have  paid  for 
Olive  B.  Stowell,  $116.99  ;  for  George  H.  Stevens  and 
family,  $38.93  J  for  Elihu  Clapp,  $48.75,  and  for  Miss  Sebo, 
$97.61,  and  for  other  state  paupers,  $86.09.  We  think  it  has 
been  proved  that  our  farm  will  not  support  our  paupers  with 
the  $500  we  have  been  accustomed  to  vote.  We  therefore 
recommend  that  an  additional  sum  be  appropriated,  rather  than 
that  a  deficiency  be  reported  from  year  to  year. 


15,804 

40 

5,646 

86 

157 

54 

500 

00 

312 

60 

51 

00 

37 

00 

$1,058 

14 

388 

39 

fJespectfully  submitted. 


R.  N.  OAKMAN,  )  Selectmen 
J.  H.  EOOT,  }        of 

AMOS  ADAMS,  )  Montague. 


E,E!I=OP?,T 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE   OF  MONTAGUE, 

For  tlie  Year  ending  March,  1870. 


An  enterprising  secretary  of  a  Boston  publishing  society,  recently 
sent  out  his  circular,  with  the  unique  and  ingenious  heading : — Not 
to  he  burnt  till  read.  Your  school  committee,  in  their  report,  would 
borrow  the  suggestion  ;  and,  amending  a  little,  offer  it  to  every  one 
who  is,  or  should  be  interested  in  our  schools,  in  the  following  form : 
This  report  not  to  be  burnt  till  read  and  re-read.  Not  that  the  re- 
port is  of  special  importance,  other  than  that  it  is  the  School  Re- 
port. There  has  been  among  us,  for  some  time  past,  marked  occa- 
sion for  a  revival  of  interest  in  the  public  schools,  and  it  should  be 
enough  to  stir  every  drop  of  Puritan  blood  coursing  in  our  veins, 
that  the  common  school  system — that  which  has  so  long  been  our 
pride  and  boast— that  which  our  last  year's  report  fitly  called  the 
hope  and  glory  of  New  England— ^that  which  the  Old  World  has 
been  glad  to  borrow  from  us, — has  been  vigorously  attacked.  Seven 
millions  of  our  people,  fanatically  sectarian,  are  through  their  leading- 
organs  crying  : — Atvay  loith  it.  Their  language  is^ — "No  state  taxation 
or  donation  for  any  schools.  Let  the  public  school  si/stem  go  to  where 
it  came  from — the  devil."  We  quote  the  last  sentence,  not  that  we 
are  partial  to  its  construction,  or  to  the  language  used,  but  to  show 
the  animus  of  the  foe,  at  what  conquest  he  aims.  It  should  stir  us 
to  reply  :  JVo  you  don't.  Intelligence  for  the  masses  is  not  a  fail- 
ure. Homogeneity  of  races  secured  through  one  common  educa- 
tional system,  is  not  a  myth  of  the  New  World.  We  propose  to 
fight  it  out  on  the  old  line  :  all  honor  to  our  public  schools. 

The  present  demands  then  special  care  for,  and  increased  interest 
in  our  schools.  We  should  be  looking  well  to  our  birth-right,  lest  it 
be  taken  from  us.  Every  town,  and  especially  every  New  England 
town,  is  expected  to  do  its  duty.  Are  we  awake  to  ours  !  Have  we, 
as  a  community,  a  lively  interest  in  the  matter  ?  No ;  not  that  at 
best,  and  we  invite  such  interest  through  a  careful  perusal  of  this 
report.  The  statute  makes  it  our  duty  to  give  "  a  detailed  report  of 
the  condition  of  the  several  public  schools,  which  report  shall  con- 
tain such  statements  and  suggestions  in  relation  to  the  schools  as 
the  committee  deem  necessary  to  promote  the  interests  thereof.'* 
Such  report  we  endeavor  to  give  as  follows  :— r 
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CONDITION   OF   THE    SCHOOLS. 

The  year  has  been,  in  part,  one  of  experiment.  What  we  did 
not  see  fit  to  do  for  ourselves,  in  abolishing  districts,  was  done  for  us 
by  the  State.  We  have  had  a  brief  trial  of  the  town  system  versus 
the  district,  too  brief,  to  enable  your  committee  to  speak  with  great 
confidence  concerning  the  result.  There  has  been  some  opposition 
to  the  change.  There  never  was,  probably,  such  a  change  made 
without  opposition  from  individuals.  There  has  been  some  little 
firiction  in  the  working  of  our  present  plan.  Not  all  of  those 
chosen  to  do  the  work  formerly  done  by  Prudential  Commiittees 
have  felt  responsible  for  it.  It  has  thrown  a  heavy  burden  upon  tbe 
Superintending  Committee,  when  they  must  look  after  school  build- 
ings, miles  away,  or  suffer  a  school  to  feel  the  consequences  of  ne- 
glect. We  suggest  that  this  matter  be  more  definitely  arranged  at 
our  annual  meeting ;  tht.t  while  we  require  men  to  take  oath  to  per- 
form their  duties  in  more  trival  offices,  we  have,  from  those  chosen 
to  care  for  school  buildings  and  their  furnishing,  at  least  their  word 
of  honor,  as  pledge  that  the  work  shall  be  done. 

But  more  directly  to  the  schools.  Here  we  do  not  deem  it  expe- 
dient to  give  details  of  each  school,  to  pronounce  separate  judgment 
on  each,  or  to  institute  comparisons.  Such  a  course  would,  perhaps, 
weary  without  profit.  But  speaking  of  our  schools  as  a  whole  we 
report  them  in  good  measure  successful.  There  have  been  none  of 
them,  in  our  judgment,  failures  ;  while  some  of  them  have  been  de- 
cided improvements  on  on  the  past.  We  have  employed,  when  pos- 
sible, those  teachers  who  had  given  best  satisfaction  in  terms  past. 
And  though  we  do  not  think  best  to  enter  a  discussion  of  the  qualifi- 
cations and  deficiences  of  each,  or  to  pai-ade  in  public  the  excellencies 
or  the  faults  of  any,  we  do  say,  that  in  the  main,  they  have  been 
faithful.  They  have  done,  in  existing  circumstances,  what  they 
could.  The  old  story,  perhaps,  needs  to  be  repeated  ;  namely,  that 
they  could  and  would  have  done  more,  in  some  cases,  had  they  had 
heartier  co-operation  from  parents.  As  it  is,  they  have  had  a  fair 
measure  of  success.  We  regard  them  as  the  benefactors  of  the 
community,  and  worthy  a  far  higher  reward  than  the  wages  they 
receive. 

SCHOOL    BUILDINGS. 

These  should  and  must  have  immediate  attention.  They  are  now 
in  the  possession  of  the  town,  and  it  is  responsible  for  them.  Some 
of  them,  it  is  well-known,  are  worthy  no  better  name  than  "  anti- 
quated huts."  Some  have  been  outgrown.  They  will  not  hold  the 
children  of  the  vicinity.  Some  lack  everything  that  belongs  to  a 
good  school-room,  except  ventilation,  and  the  rest  lack  that.  Several 
are  not  only  far  from  convenient  and  comfortable — they  are  not  safe. 
If  something  is  not  done,  and  speedily,  there  will  be  no  way  to  save 
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our  reputation  and  honor,  except  by  an  "  Ordinance  to  prevent 
strangers  from  entering  or  passing  by  several  of  the  school  houses  of 
this  town."  We  therefore  call  official  attention  to  the  matter.  Your 
Committee,  in  concurrence  with  your  Board  of  Selectmen,  had 
hoped  to  present  you,  in  this  report,  an  estimate  of  actual  immediate 
necessities ;  but  have  been  unable  to  do  so.  We  do  ask,  however, 
that  these  necessities,  whatever  they  may  appear  on  thorough  inves- 
tigation, be  promptly  met.  If  it  seem  to  any  of  us  that  a  great  mat- 
ter has  been  kindled  by  the  little  fire  of  recent  legislative  action,  if 
a  difficult  task  has  been  shouldered  upon  us  in  compulsory  possession 
of  our  school  buildings,  let  us  show  that  we  are  adequate  to  it.  The 
present  interests  of  our  schools  demand  that  we  yield  individual 
preferences,  lay  aside  sectional  strife  ;  that  we  look  "  not  every  man 
on  his  own  things  alone,  but  evei'y  man  also  on  the  things  of  others ;" 
that  we  act  together,  generously,  and  for  the  public  good.  We  invite 
and  urge,  at  the  coming  town  meeting,  full  discussion  of  this  subject. 
We  must  say  whether  our  school  buildings — some  of  them — shall 
continue  our  shame,  or  as  fast  as  possible  become  our  praise. 

SCHOOL    EXPENSES. 

Our  ordinary  expenditures  have  varied  but  little  from  those  of  re- 
cent years.  We  have  not  deemed  it  advisable  to  spend  much  above 
the  annual  appropriation  of  the  town,  though  more  has  been  sorely 
needed.  And  this  call  for  more  will  press  us  yet  harder  the  coming 
year.  We  must  respond  to  it.  We  are  not  keeping  pace  with  the 
times  in  amount  of  appropriation  for  schools.  In  the  past  ten  years 
school  expenditures,  as  well  as  others,  have  greatly  increased.  The 
wages  of  teachers  have  nearly  doubled,  and  board,  which  formerly, 
in  many  cases  was  given,  is  now  paid  for  from  the  public  fund.  We 
are  not  meeting  this  advance  in  our  appropriations.  We  are  doing 
little,  if  any  better,  in  amount  raised  per  scholar,  than  ten  years 
ago.  Then,  too,  we  have  increased  expense  in  the  number  of  our 
schools.  One,  the  smallest  in  town,  has  been  discontinued ;  but  in  the 
place  of  it  has  come  another  with  fifty  pupils,  and  one  or  two  more 
are  in  immediate  prospect.  We  are  not  meeting  this  demand.  And, 
finally,  we  are  not  doing  what  others  are  doing.  Franklin  County 
raised  for  the  education  of  each  child  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
fifteen  years,  less  than  any  other  county  in  the  state  save  one ;  and 
Montague  raises  less,  by  more  than  a  dollar,  than  the  average  of  the 
County.  But  situated  as  we  are  in  reference  to  schools — our  scat-* 
tered  population  necessitating  so  many— we  ought  to  go  above  the 
average  of  the  County,  instead  of  falling  below.  Our  schools  are 
suffering  from  this  lack.  Your  Committee,  who  are  in  the  schools, 
Avho  have  the  apportioning  of  the  common  fund,  known  the  fact ;  and 
they  suggest  and  ask  a  large  increase  of  appropriation  to  the  schools. 
We  have  discussed  too  long  already,  how  we  shall  have  better 
schools  without   paying  for  them.     We   shall   probably  never  solve 
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that  question.  Go'od  teachers — and  everybody  knows  how  much  the 
success  of  a  school  depends  upon  the  teacher — demand  good  pay, 
arid  when  we  cannot  give  it  they  go  elsewhere.  Shall  they  go  ?  Or 
will  you  pay  for  some  of  the  best  services  ?  Do  not  say  taxes  al'e 
high ;  we  know  they  are.  And  if  you  must  retrench,  do  it  some- 
where else,  amjwhere  rather  than  here.  But  for  the  sake  of  your 
children,  for  the  sake  of  hnmanity,  for  the  sake  of  the  democratic 
principles  the  foes  of  universal  education  a;re  assailing,  take  care  of 
the  Public  Schools. 


EDWARD  NORTON,)      ^        ■  .     t 

E    A    DEANE  ^      Supermtendmg 

I>AVID   CRONYN,      \   ^^^^^^  Committee. 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Direct©a'»s  ISepoa'l. 

The  Public  Library  has  been  in  operation  since  October 
last.  Whole  number  of  volumes  in  Library,  635  Number 
of  members,  65".  Receipts  from  October  to  March,  $54.97. 
Funds  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  $98.80.  .Due  from  town- 
iiccording  to  vote  of  1868,  $100.  Hours  for  delivery  of 
Ixooks,  Friday,  3  to  4  and  6  to  8  p.  m. 

ALONEY   D.  CJHENERY,  Librarian 
EDWARD  NORTON,  Chairman. 


